Wisconsin Forestry Syllabus

Teacher Contact Information

Teacher:  Mr. Reinders
Office Phone Number: (715) 352-2351 ext. 110
Email: matt@edgar.k12.wi.us
Available Office Hours:  Block 2 (10:15 a.m.-11:42 a.m.),
Course Overview
Welcome to Wisconsin Forestry. This course is designed to give you a background knowledge base of how forests are managed in Wisconsin. We will look at the history of WI forestry, the make-up of Wisconsin forests and learn all aspects of what a forester does. This course will spend a large amount of time in the school forest getting a hands-on experience of the industry. Some highlights include chainsaw use and safety, tapping maple trees and turning sap to finished product, and use of GPS systems. We will be taking a field trip to see aspects of the lumber industry right here in Marathon County.
Course Units
· Forest History and Introduction
· Forest Ecology

· Dendrology

· Forest Health

· Forest Management and Silviculture

· Forest Products

· Maple Syrup Production

· Chainsaw Safety

· Urban Forestry
By the end of this course:
· Measure a tree’s dbh using a Biltmore stick and diameter tape
· Measure a tree’s merchantable and total height using a Merritt hypsometer and a clinometer
· Use dbh and merchantable height to determine board foot and pulpwood volume using respective tables
· Establish a plot of a given size and inventory the trees within that plot
· Determine distance by pacing between two points
· Calculate acreage from given dimensions of land
· Determine the legal description of land for a 40 acre parcel using a platbook
· Convert between/relate typical land measurement units (chains, acres, 40s, sections, townships)
· Determine number of trees to be planted in a given area of land provided the planting density
· Calculate the cost of planting trees provided the cost per tree
· Explain the impacts of invasive species on forests
· Provide characteristics of early and late succession tree species
· Describe and differentiate common management practices of selective harvest, clear cutting, planting, shelterwood harvest, seed tree harvest, prescribed burning.
· Describe common products made from Wisconsin trees.
· Identify wood characteristics of common Wisconsin trees (above).
· Select appropriate management options to meet landowner goals.
· Describe common Wisconsin tree pests and diseases (gypsy moth, forest tent caterpillar, jack pine bud worm, emerald ash borer, oak wilt, Dutch elm disease)
· Describe important forest ecological processes and characteristics of nutrient cycle, water cycle, succession, disturbance, energy flow, and biodiversity.
· Describe the effects of fire on a forest.
· Describe the common threats to an urban tree.
· Describe the benefits of an urban forest and an urban tree.
· Identify land ownership patterns in Wisconsin.
· Identify agencies and organizations involved with Wisconsin’s forests.
· Describe the Managed Forest Law.
Required Materials

Make sure you bring all of the following materials with you to class everyday:

· Pencil

· Notebook/paper 
· Student planner/assignment notebook

Classroom Behavior
· Be respectful

· Treat others and school property with respect

· No snacks– water in clear containers only
· No hats worn in class

· No tobacco products
· Be responsible

· Safety Glasses must be on in the shop, must have appropriate clothing in shop 

· Students are expected to follow the rules in the Parent/Student Handbook in this classroom. 
· Be Ready to Succeed  

· Have class materials ready to use, be in your chair when the tone sounds

· Be ready to think–participate–learn!
Late Work Policy

· Assignments need to be in by end of the unit (plus 2 days) to get full points.

· Any assignments that didn’t get in by the end of the unit, the most points they can get is 80% of the score they’ve earned.

· After the completion of the following unit, no assignment can be turned in for any points.

Grading Policy
This class will be evaluated based on total points.  A variety of assessments will be scored, including:
· Quizzes

· Tests

· Assignments

· Poinsettia Labs
· AET SAE Record Book

· Brochure on Agriculture Career

· Leaf Collection

· Taxidermy Project
Plagiarism Policy

Evidence of intentional plagiarism shall result in the student's receiving a grade of zero for the assignment in which the plagiarism occurs. 
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Using Resource Time Productively

Ideas of what to work on during resource time to help you in your agriculture classes.

· Work on your SAE

· Help with an FFA activity or contest

· Work on class projects

· Research an agriculture career

· Read agricultural publications

Website

Syllabus and course outline will be posted on the class website.
